
  

Important 
Dates 

December 25-January 1 
– Holiday Recess 
-   School Closed 

January 11 - 3rd Grade 
Concert 
Parent  Performance,8:45 
AM  

CET Newsletter December 15, 2017 

https://www.chufsd.org/Domain/10  

Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

We held our Winter Concert today that showcased our students who 
participate in strings, band, and chorus.  Every year I am always 
impressed with how many students participate in our music programs 
and how well they perform!  We have 105 students playing a strings 
instrument, 67 fourth grade students in band, and 58 fourth grade 
students in chorus! Thank you to our strings teachers,  Mrs. O’Brien 
and Ms. Parkhouse, to our band teacher, Miss Zantay, and to our 
music teacher, Ms. Peters for the effort and energy they put into 
teaching and preparing students for performances. And speaking of 

 

https://www.chufsd.org/Domain/10
http://system10.k12alerts.com/track/link.asp?link=1&ecmp_id=22985&camp_id=24897&c_id=28127816&COMMON_ID=221980


January 12- Principal's 
Coffee,9:30 AM 

January 15 -  Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day 
-  School Closed 

January 26 - Report 
Cards available 

February 12-
15- Kindergarten 
Registration Week 

February 19-23- Winter 
Recess, School Closed 

***** 
 

performances, our fourth grade chorus sang the National Anthem at 
the Westchester Knicks game at the Westchester County Center last 
week, and next week they will be singing at the Winter Wonderland at 
Kensico Dam in Valhalla. 

The topic at our PTA Principal’s Coffee this week was on World 
Languages, and what Spanish instruction looks like at CET.  We 
began the presentation with a short video clip of Senora Percoco 
teaching Spanish in several classrooms. There was a nice turnout for 
this Coffee, and the feedback was very positive. Parents shared that 
they see the carryover at home as well as the enthusiasm for learning 
a language. A few parents were interested in resources to reinforce 
the acquisition of learning Spanish. Senora Percoco recommends the 
following 
sites: www.duolingo.com , www.babbel.com , www.123teachme.com , 
and www.wordreference.com .  If you are interested in viewing the 
presentation you can go to our school website or you can click on this 
link https://ensemble.lhric.org/Watch/Xb2x5Q9Y . 

Our students have been participating in the Hour of Code this month. 
The Hour of Code was designed to show that anyone can learn the 
basics of coding, and to broaden the field of computer 
science.  Coding also teaches skills that apply across curriculum such 
as giving and following directions,  “if...then” statements, and 
directionality, If you aren’t familiar with the Hour of Code, you may 
want to visit www.code.org .  Ask your child if they participated in any 
coding activities this month. Hopefully they say YES!   

As this will be our last newsletter of 2017, I wish you all a Happy and 
Healthy Holiday Season! 

Warmly, 

http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.babbel.com/
http://www.123teachme.com/
http://www.wordreference.com/
https://ensemble.lhric.org/Watch/Xb2x5Q9Y
http://www.code.org/


Kelly 
 

News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching 2018 and will likely soon 
see the full effects of the winter weather upon us.  With that change in 
weather also comes unfortunate cases of illness and of course, cold 
and flu season. While we encourage students to attend school every 
day, an ill child will not perform well and may expose other students in 
the classroom. Please use the following guidelines and keep your child 
at home if any of these symptoms are present: 

Please keep your child home and/or contact your child’s doctor 
for: 

 Fever greater than 100.4°  (taken by mouth) 
 Vomiting and/or diarrhea within the last 24 hours 
 Severe sore throat along with fever and feeling ill for more than 

48 hours, or after exposure to Strep throat infection 
 Honey-crusted sores around the nose or mouth or rash on other 

body parts 
 Large amounts of mucous (liquid) from their nose, with face 

pain or headache 
 Severe ear pain or fluid coming from the ear 
 Severe headache, especially with  fever 

*Taken from www.schoolhealthservicesny.com – SN Tool Kit -12/17 

If your child has a fever of 100 degrees or greater, they must be fever 
free without medication for 24 hours before returning to school. A child 
also needs to be free of diarrhea for 24 hours to return to school. 

http://www.schoolhealthservicesny.com/


Please notify the school when your child will be absent as well as the 
reason for the absence by calling 271-2947. 

Thank you for your cooperation in our efforts to keep our students safe 
and healthy. 

 

Message from Lauren Fitzgerald, School Psychologist 

Practicing Traditions 

Growing up, my family practiced many Polish-American traditions for 
many holidays especially Christmas. Now, being married, I also 
practice many Irish traditions with my husband’s family throughout the 
year. Traditions are important for every family to practice even if they 
are not based around a certain culture and/or religion. One of my 
friends has a holiday sing-a-long with her family and friends every 
year. This tradition not only keeps her loved ones close, but they look 
forward to it every year.  Some reasons why traditions are important to 
families are: 

 Traditions build a sense of stability—These events give 
children something to expect and look forward to in a culture 
that is constantly changing 

 Traditions build unity—Children feel more connected to their 
family because the tradition is something that the whole 
family is able to share and/or have in common 

 Traditions build identity—Children feel more confident and 
secure in who they are because they have a deeper 
understanding of their practices and beliefs 

 Traditions build connections to the past—Children get more 
of a sense of their family’s culture and history 

I encourage you to take some time to think about the traditions that 
you practiced as a child and may no longer practice. Do you miss the 



tradition? Is it something that you think your family would enjoy? Or 
maybe it’s time to start a new tradition with your family that you hope 
your children will carry on in the years to come. No matter what you 
decide, practicing traditions with your families will help to build lifelong 
memories for the holiday season. 

 

CET PTA 

Thanks to all for making the start of the 2017-18 school year such a 
productive and exciting one. We've already created so many new 
memories and raised much needed funds to support school programs, 
and have great momentum building as we welcome 2018! 

Looking ahead to the new year, there will be plenty to keep us 
busy. With the cold weather finally here,  be sure to grab your 
favorite reading partners (your CET students!) and snuggle up 
with a book. Whether trying out funny voices with an engaging 
picture book, helping a child decode new words in a leveled 
reading book, or diving into a chapter book together, adults have 
a big role to play in developing a love of literacy at all stages. 
Stay tuned for details of a reading competition, library expedition, 
reading cafe event ( Feb. 9), author visit and more as part of the 
Parents as Reading Partners (PARP) program kicking off in 
January! 

Other key dates to save are for Family Fun Night ( March 2) and 
Dance Party ( April 27)! Plus, our regular monthly PTA meetings 
where we'd love to have you as part of the conversation for planning, 
sharing ideas, and answering any questions. 
Upcoming Thursday meeting dates:  Jan. 18 ( 9:30 a.m.),  Feb. 
15 ( 7:30 p.m.),  March 15 ( 9:30 a.m.), April 19 ( 9:30 a.m.),  May 
17 ( 9:30 am),  June 14 (offsite evening). 
  



While PTA events are one great way to get involved with the school, 
as a volunteer or attendee, there are many more chances to lend a 
helping hand. We'll be saying goodbye to quite a few active members 
as they head to PVC next fall, and hoping to find others to step in and 
get the benefit of learning the ropes before the end of this school year. 
Please let us know if you'd like to hear more about how to get involved 
and take a more active role in supporting CET - something to fit all 
schedules, interests and areas of expertise. We have an immediate 
need for someone to be a parent representative on the district wide 
Building Planning Committee. Reach out to cetpta@gmail.com if you'd 
like to hear more about any of these opportunities, or know someone 
who might be a perfect fit. 

 

DISMISSAL NOTES 

Please send in a note regarding a change of dismissal if your child is 
no longer attending the YMCA afterschool program. Please include the 
student's full name and teacher. "A Note to School" pads are available 
at the Welcome Center, compliments of the CET PTA. 

******************************************************************************** 

CET MILK PROGRAM - 2ND TRIMESTER 

Just a reminder that you can find the 2nd trimester milk slip for 
January 2, 2018 through March 23, 2018 on CET's webpage. Please 
fill out the slip and return it with your payment to your child's teacher 
by next week. As always, milk may be purchased on a daily basis for 
$.45. 

 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

mailto:cetpta@gmail.com


Please check our “Lost and Found” for your belongings. They miss 
you and their home! All items will be donated on December 22. Please 
consider purchasing personalized labels at Olivers Labels, a PTA 
fundraiser. They are great for clothing, water bottles, and lunch boxes! 

 

 

 


